
Advanced Technician in a Specialised Bone Marrow 

Transplant Pharmacy Clinic 

Background 

At the Royal Brisbane & Womenôs Hospital all patients undergoing a bone 

marrow transplant (BMT) are reviewed by a BMT pharmacist in a pre- 

admission BMT ( pre-BMT)  pharmacy clinic. 

Aim 
To evaluate the benefits and feasibility of introducing an advanced 

technician to a specialised pre-BMT clinic under the supervision of a 

pharmacist. 

Results 

Table 2. Accuracy of the performance by technician 

Six out of nine tasks were performed by the technician for which 

the technician spent a total of 75 minutes each week. 

Table 1.  Tasks related to pre-BMT clinic 

Method 

1. Tasks conducted by the BMT pharmacist for the pre-BMT pharmacy 

clinic were identified. 

2. They were divided into two groups: 

a)  tasks the pharmacist needs to perform 

b) tasks that can be taken over by the technician 

3.  Technician was trained by the BMT pharmacist. 

4.  Technician began performing part of the tasks under the supervision of 

the pharmacist. 

5.  Time spent by technician was measured for a period of 7 weeks.  

6.  Accuracy of the preparation was evaluated by the BMT pharmacist. 

Conclusions 
 

Å  After training, a technician can be an asset to the BMT team.   

By using the technician, pharmacist time was saved to allow 

more time to provide clinical services where needed.  Further 

studies are warranted in the technicianôs role in other 

specialised areas. 

Å  For the technician, this is a fulfilling and exciting new 

opportunity. 

Stephanie Johnstone & Midori Nakagaki 

Tasks previously performed by 

Pharmacist 

Currently 

Pharmacist 

Currently 

Technician 

Time 

spent 

weekly 

Identify type of BMT   Yes 15 minutes 

Prepare list of patients   Yes 10 minutes 

Electronic pre-arrival confirmation   Yes 25 minutes 

Preparation of education tool 

according to type of BMT 

  Yes 15 minutes 

Preparation for interview (reading 

patient history).  

Yes     

Patient interview ï History taking, 

education, nausea risk factor 

assessment, resolving any 

communicate and issues.                                                  

Yes     

Document clinic ï make progress 

notes and MAP form 

Yes     

Electronic check In/out of clinic 

via ieMR 

  Yes 5 minutes 

Financial reporting of ABF clinic    Yes 5 minutes 

Cancer Care Pharmacy, Royal Brisbane and Womenôs Hospital, Queensland. 

  NUMBER OF 

PATIENTS  
ACCURACY BMT TYPES IDENTIFIED  QTY 

  

WEEK 1 3 100% CyTBI VUD Allo 3 

WEEK 2 3 100% FluMel Allo VUD 9 

WEEK 3 4 100% Cy Atgam mismatched sib 1 

WEEK 4 4 100% HDM Auto 3 

WEEK 5 2 100% FluMel TBI Haplo Allo VUD 1 

WEEK 6 3 100% Mel 140 Auto 1 

WEEK 7 4 100% Beam Auto 1 

  FluMel Allo sib donor 1 

  FluCy Allo  VUD 1 

  FluMel Allo sib donor 1 

      Paclitaxel Auto 1 

KEY NOTES 
Allo = Allogenic 
Auto = Autologous 
VUD = Unrelated donor 
Sib = Sibling donor 


